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Background

Asian NGOs have been working hard to promote education for sustainable development (ESD) as a
response to the UN General Assembly Resolution 57/254, dated December 2002, declaring 2005-14 as
the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (UNDESD). These efforts have
been at international, regional, national and local levels especially aiming at empowerment of local

communities through a locally-based, multi-disciplinary, multi-stakeholder and holistic approach.

The Japan Council on the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD-J) together
with NGOs from six Asian countries (China, India, Indonesia, Korea, Nepal and the Philippines)
collaboratively conducted the Asia Good ESD Practice Research Project (AGEPP) during 2006-08
to document good ESD practices by the civil sector in Asia, and to strengthen the network among the
AGEPP members through the collaborative work. Three international workshops were convened to
share progress in documentation processes and exchange issues and challenges on ESD implementation
in respective countries. 34 cases were documented, which can be downloaded from the AGEPP website

(www.agepp.net/) in Chinese, English, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean and Filipino languages.

As a part of the effort to further discussing a possibility of an Asian ESD network for the civil sector, the
Surabaya Workshop on Asia NGO ESD Network was convened on 1-4 August 2010 at the Environmental
Education Centre (PPLH) Seloliman, Mojokerto, East Java, Indonesia. It was organized by ESD-J
with BINTARI Foundation, the local co-organizer with the sponsorship of the Caterpillar Foundation.
Representatives from seven NGOs from five countries participated in the workshop. The workshop
aimed at generating valuable ideas for ESD contribution to biodiversity conservation to develop a
message to the Tenth Session of the Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD/COP10) to be held in October 2010 in Nagoya, Japan. Thereby the discussions on the necessity,
significance, functions, ownership, governance etc. of a possible Asian ESD network for the civil sector

were emphasized.

This document was developed at the workshop as a message from the AGEPP Network to the CBD/
COPI10 for their consideration to strengthen their cooperation and collaboration with the Asian NGO

community working for ESD.
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Sustainable development and biological diversity

@ Sustainable development deeply relates to and therefore cannot be separated from biodiversity conservation.
Degradation of biodiversity certainly influences sustainable livelihoods opportunities.
@ Several Asian nations are mega-diversity countries and biodiversity conservation is among the high priority
agenda in their sustainable development policies.
@ Biodiversity relates to various aspects of sustainable development including economic, ecological, and socio-
cultural aspects. They include:
[ Assets for poverty alleviation etc.
[0 Livelihoods and income generation activities such as agriculture, forestry, fishery, and other related
activities such as livestock products and tourism;
[ Protection of soil, water supply and purification processes, and clean air;
[ Food and energy security;
[ Health care (medicine);
[ Cultural diversity such as traditional lifestyles and indigenous knowledge
@ Biodiversity loss often relates to over-exploitation of natural resources in an unsustainable production
processes and changing lifestyles. Globalization is a major challenge which may impact on the sustainable
livelihood'’s and basic need’s of local community.
@ Regarding agriculture, use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides significantly affected biodiversity losses.
Careful consideration should be given to use Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs).

@ Another major challenge to biodiversity loss is climate change and adaptation to its unavoidable

consequences.
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Possible ESD contribution to biodiversity conservation in Asia

We, the AGEPP members, are Asian NGOs that have been actively working on ESD on formal,
non-formal and informal education and together accumulated 34 local community-based good
ESD case studies in Asia. Major findings and suggestions were developed for your consideration

and actions based on these cases analysis.

@ ESD research provides a multi-disciplinary approach towards a more holistic perspectives to biodiversity
conservation by building links to issues such as peace and solidarity, human rights, gender equality, health care,
respect for different culture etc, linking with MDGs.

@ Both modern science and traditional knowledge should be integrated, learned and disseminated. Indigenous
knowledge and practices should be documented and recorded.

@ Scientist should provide latest scientific information and knowledge to educators. Universities, other higher
education institutions and research institutions could play an important role.

@ NGOs and media are expected to play a role of communicator/mediator to bridge gaps between scientists and other
stakeholders.

@ Clear policy statement for integration of ESD into various sector policies is the key at the national level. At various
local levels, steady implementation of such policies is essential. More efforts are required to internalize ESD into
various activities on the ground, grassroots levels.

@ Documentation of good practices is especially important and should be encouraged to share experiences, and to
avoid losing knowledge and skills. Database on good practices may be established to enable easy access to ESD-
related information and good practices.

@ Local community is a critical unit of ESD implementation. Culturally appropriate, economically viable, and locally
acceptable options should be explored in promoting ESD.

@ [t is important not only to obtain and disseminate knowledge but to take actions towards sustainable society.

@ Monitoring and evaluation mechanisms should be established at various levels.

@ ESD can contribute to consensus building processes for sustainable future development.

@ [n promoting ESD, NGOs can play important roles especially on:

[ Awareness raising for policy makers, general public and other stakeholders;

[ Collaboration with and capacity building of school teachers for effective integration of ESD into their school
curricula;.

[ Empowerment of children, youth, local community and other stakeholders by facilitating awareness building,
dissemination of knowledge, skills for consensus building for actions.

[ Policy advocacy to national governments as well as local governments.

We, the Asian NGO community working for ESD, are convinced that ESD contribute to
biodiversity conservation in Asia. We are pleased to closely collaborate with biodiversity people
for raising awareness and disseminating knowledge on biodiversity conservation through
ESD processes in schools, local communities and so on, for actions towards a sustainable

Juture.
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