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Asian Civil Societies’ message to G8 Summit
‘“Establish Effective Mechanism for Sustainable Society’
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Connecting multi-stakeholders for achieving sustainable societies
Japan Council on the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD-]J)

ESD-J is a networking NGO in Japan, connecting multi-stakeholders from various fields and sectors, including
NGOs, educational institutes, municipalities, academics, ministries, business entities and international
organisations. ESD-J promotes Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in Japan and Asia, by:

Calling for a mechanism and legislative preparation to promote ESD;

Networking ESD stakeholders in Japan and Asia; and,

Providing the information about domestic and global ESD issues.
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Integrated Education for Sustainable Future

With the G8 Summit in Hokkaido approaching, which involves urgent
issues from climate change, development and global economy, Asian civil
societies, which have worked with the concept of "Education for Sustainable
Development, ESD", gathered in Tokyo from April 30th to May 3rd, 2008. The
purpose was to convey voices from the fields, where people are working hard to
make 'society sustainable, toward the discussion table of G8 Summit.

We have documented 30 cases of sustainable development in Asia from the
educational perspectives. In every case, issues such as climate change, development or economy are
deeply connected and tackling one single issue could not solve the entire situation.

All agendas include educational elements. Integration of those educational elements rather than
isolating them from one another is the key message from us.
Such an integration of education as a concept is promoted by 'UN Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development' started in 2005 by proposal from Japan. It is the key for the sustainable
future to establish integrated educational mechanism which includes climate change and
development issues under UNDESD initiatives. I believe that efforts for individual issues like global
warming and effort for integrated education will form the twin wheels for sustainable society.
Japan Council on the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD-]J) Chair, ABE Osamu
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Asian Grass-roots Groups' Activities for Sustainability
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Revival of family-based traditional rice farming using local seeds.
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Korea #[%]
Citizens' activities to reduce waste by 50%.
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China
Environmental Education for citizens and schools based on Mangrove
forest protection.
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India 7 >~ F
Non-formal education for farmers on sustainable agriculture
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Environmentally friendly cooking stoves for rural villages
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Indonesia 7 >~ R 27"
Supporting street children through recycling papers
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Asian Civil Societies’ Message to G8 Summit

“Establish Effective Mechanism for Sustainable Society”
3rd May 2008

ESD-J, a Japanese NGO consortium promoting “UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.
DESD” , has been conducting a project to document, share and learn about good ESD cases with
Asian partners since 2006. We have gathered in Tokyo again specially for the G8 Summit meeting
and ministers meetings. Here are our messages to G8 members and to the world.

Statement
Due to the rapid expansion of social and economic activities, the societies and nature within the Asian

region have been drastically changed, economic disparity has widened further, and traditional wisdom
has continued to be extinguished. The world community is facing its greatest crisis with many threats
caused by high dependence on hydrocarbons. However, wisdom for sustainability can be found in
the Asian traditional life which is symbolized by a “rice based society” . Through our case studies, we
confirmed that education based on dialogue and mutual learning at the regional, national and local
level has tremendous value for creating a sustainable society. To ensure the effectiveness of UNDESD
for the realization of sustainable world, we recommend to all G8 summit members the grounds for the
establishment of “effective implementation mechanism for Sustainable Society”

All G8 Summit members should:

Prioritize the establishment of “Sustainable Global Community” as the first agenda,
which benefits not only the national level but also international cooperation. Based on
such the prioritization, develop a clear vision for international and national action.

Develop a comprehensive, time-bound and feasible action plan for international as well
as internal action, and plan, implement, and monitor the process.

Develop a comprehensive and inter-sectoral education mechanism with the context of
the UNDESD while tackling emerging local internal and international sustainable issues
such as climate change.

Develop and adopt a mechanism to promote dialogue among stakeholders including
citizens, enterprises, and policy makers at regional, national and local levels.

Japan Council on the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD-J) Chair, ABE Osamu

Co-authored by
Indonesia Feri Prihantoro(BINTARI Foundation)

India Atul Pandya(CEE)
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Korea Park Yeon-Hee(LSAK)

Byun Won Jung(Tongyeong RCE)
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Japan OHMAE Junichi, SATO Masahisa(ESD-])
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Commentary
on Asian Civil Societies’ Message to G8 Summit
Japan as an example

In the following we describe the background of our message using Japan situation as an example.

All G8 Summit members should prioritize the establishment of “Sustainable Global Community”
as the first agenda, which benefits not only the national level but also international cooperation.
Based on such the prioritization, develop a clear vision for international and national action.

In Japan, there is the “21st Century Environment Nation Strategy” (Cabinet approval, June
Ist, 2007) but there is no supreme law to support the principles. There are separate
effort and legislation for each issue such as “The Basic Law for the Environment” passed
in 1993. Besides these one-to-one efforts, it is needed to have a basic law which aims
to achieve a sustainable society comprehensively, fostering the collaboration of multiple
fields and sectors, including economy, education, national land management, social
welfare, labour, agriculture/fisheries and foreign diplomacy. G8 Member countries should
have a national constitution, or basic law equivalent to the constitution, for “a sustainable
world” , as the target goal of governing their nation.

Develop a comprehensive, time-bound and feasible action plan for international as well as internal
action, and plan, implement, and monitor the process.

In Japan, the actual policy for achieving sustainable world cannot be implemented in
line with the planned schedule, since the supreme law, which enables comprehensive
administration, does not exist. On the other hand, in the UK, Germany and France,
the governmental institutes have been organised and functioning comprehensively.
Therefore, actual plans have been carried by effective and authorised staff. Respective G8
Member country should ensure to implement the related policy to achieve a sustainable
world, based on the valid plan.

Develop a comprehensive and inter-sectoral education mechanism with the context of the UNDESD
while tackling emerging local internal and international sustainable issues such as climate change.

In Japan, Action Plan for the “UNDESD” was endorsed on the 30th of March, 2006.
However, the Plan was prepared by the ministries without concrete authority. The
environmental perspectives are dominant in the Action Plan and it is short for the
comprehensive policy development. The Japanese Government should be responsible for
implementing the Action Plan, by strengthening the inter-ministerial collaboration and
coordination.

Education, which targets various entities from children to adults, as well as individuals to
organisations, plays a significant role to solve the issues for sustainability, such as global
warming, development and human rights. G8 Member Countries should focus on the
education related to sustainable issues from ESD perspectives, and take inter-disciplinary
approach, rather than to promote the one type of education targeting on single issue,
for example, environmental education for the environmental issues or development
education for the poverty issues.

Japan Council on the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD-J)
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Call for the Mechanism to Share ESD Experiences
One of ideas from our discussion

Outline
hrough AGEPP, we can affirm that sharing ESD experiences among citizens would empower

ourselves, . In most of the cases, the movements for sustainability in the local communities are
practice as well as education. We can foresee that growing these movements towards the sustainable
future from the small community should lead to the sustainability in wider areas, country, nation and
at the end, the whole Earth.

For those who are involved in the local ESD activities, sharing the knowledge and learning each other
are also significant elements of ESD and empower themselves. The mechanism should be built to
share ESD experiences at the local, national, regional and international levels.

Structure of the mechanism
Each country should set up the “ESD Promotion Centre” at national and regional levels in order to

share ESD experience, and to promote the information exchange, knowledge sharing, and joint
research.
At this moment, there is no mechanism to comprehensively collect and share the information about
various community based ESD activities. The ESD Promotion Centres should work together with
UNESCO, and play a role for connecting stakeholders involved in the local community ESD, such as
business entities, schools and NGOs.

The national ESD Promotion Centre should collect, analyze, share and study the ESD cases
systematically within a country.

The regional ESD promotion centre, such as ESD Centre for Asia or Africa, should work with the
national ESD centers of each member country in a region in order to share, analyze and conduct
a research the ESD issues. The international community should actively support the developing
countries in the establishment and operation of their national ESD centre.

A Proposal to the Japanese Government

he Japanese Government should build the mechanism to comprehensively collect ESD cases
within a country through:

1)National Center on ESD

The Government should establish “ESD Promotion Centre” . The Center collects, analyzes, and shares
the various ESD information nationally and internationally. The Government should establish the
mechanism for sharing ESD experiences by ministries, municipalities, business entities, educational
organisations and citizens. The Government should set up the various approaches such as “Best100
ESD practices in Japan” to promote ESD.

2)Local Center on ESD

The Government should establish “Local Center on ESD” in each region in Japan. Those centers
collect and share every efforts for the sustainable society in its region. Local centers supports
and promote every efforts in the local communities, including rural development, supporting the
depopulated villages, tourism development, and primary/secondary education.

Japan Council on the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD-J)
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Keywords for Sustainable Society 7T OMEERDF eF—T—F

Nature protection -> Education (Korea) = o
Less consumption # poverty (India) :
Conflict of global economy and “sustainability”
(Philippines)

Value of tacit and indigenous knowledge (Japan)
Education to survive

Respect on the diversified lifestyles
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