Japan Council on the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD-J)

Integrated Education for Sustainable Future

With the G8 Summit in Hokkaido approaching, which involves urgent
issues from climate change, development and global economy, Asian civil
societies, which have worked with the concept of "Education for Sustainable
Development, ESD", gathered in Tokyo from April 30th to May 3rd, 2008. The
purpose was to convey voices from the fields, where people are working hard
. to make 'society sustainable,' toward the discussion table of G8 Summit.

Asian Civil Societies’ message to G8 Summit
“Establish Effective Mechanism for Sustainable Society”
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We have documented 30 cases of sustainable development in Asia from
the educational perspectives. In every case, issues such as climate change, development
or economy are deeply connected and tackling one single issue could not solve the entire
Situation.

Now in Japan, ministers meetings are about to start before the G8 in Hokkaido concerning their
respective issues. All agendas include educational elements. Integration of those educational
elements rather than isolating them from one another is the key message from us.

Such an integration of education as a concept is promoted by 'UN Decade of Education
for Sustainable Development' started in 2005 by proposal from Japan. It is the key for the
sustainable future to establish integrated educational mechanism which includes climate
change and development issues under UNDESD initiatives. I believe that efforts for individual
issues like global warming and effort for integrated education will form the twin wheels for
sustainable society.
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ESD promotion project in Asia

ESD-J has gathered and analyzed good ESD practices
with six Asian partner groups since 2005 supported by
Toyota Environmental Activities Grant Program. This
proposal from Asia to the world, supported by Japan
Fund for Global Environment this time, is based on our
two years communications.

Visit project website at http://www.agepp.net/.
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Asian Civil Societies’ message to G8 Summit

“Establish Effective Mechanism for Sustainable Society”
3rd May 2008

ESD-J, a Japanese NGO consortium promoting “UN Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development. DESD” , has been conducting a project to document, share and learn about good
ESD cases with Asian partners since 2006. We have gathered in Tokyo again specially for the
G8 Summit meeting and ministers meetings. Here are our messages to G8 members and to the
world.

Statement
Due to the rapid expansion of social and economic activities, the societies and nature within
the Asian region have been drastically changed, economic disparity has widened further,
and traditional wisdom has continued to be extinguished. The world community is facing its
greatest crisis with many threats caused by high dependence on hydrocarbons. However,
wisdom for sustainability can be found in the Asian traditional life which is symbolized by a
“rice based society” . Through our case studies, we confirmed that education based on dialogue
and mutual learning at the regional, national and local level has tremendous value for creating
a sustainable society. To ensure the effectiveness of UNDESD for the realization of sustainable
world, we recommend to all G8 summit members the grounds for the establishment of “effective
implementation mechanism for Sustainable Society”

All G8 Summit members should:

Prioritize the establishment of “Sustainable Global Community”
as the first agenda, which benefits not only the national level but
also for international cooperation. Based on such the prioritization,
develop a clear vision for international and national action.

Develop a comprehensive, time-bound and feasible action plan for
international as well as internal action, and plan, implement, and
monitor the process.

Develop a comprehensive and inter-sectoral education mechanism
with the context of the UNDESD while tackling emerging local
internal and international sustainable issues such as climate
change.

Develop and adopt a mechanism to promote dialogue among
stakeholders includin% citizens, enterprises, and policy makers at
regional, national and local levels.
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Taiwan Chiang Huei-Yi(Earth Passenger)
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Byun Won Jung(Tongyeong RCE)
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(for further info, contact ESD-J at g8forum®@esd-j.org, +81-3-3797-7227)
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